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Background 
• Prescribing  
– Complex task 
– High risk  
– Patient safety critical 
 
• NPS MedicineWise  
– Prescribing Competencies Framework 
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Aim 
• Review of the methods used to  
– Teach 
– Assess 
• Elements of prescribing across  
 five non-medical professions 
• Referenced to NPS MedicineWise  
 Prescribing Competencies  
 Framework 
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Method: Professions studied 
• Master of Nursing Science (Nurse Practitioner)  
• Bachelor of Vision Science, Master of Optometry 
• Bachelor of Paramedic Science 
• Bachelor of Pharmacy 
• Bachelor of Podiatry 
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Method: Process 
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Method: Mapping 
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Results:  Most frequent  
methods used to teach prescribing 
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Results: Most frequent 
methods used to assess prescribing 
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Results: Inter-professional similarities 
Subjects commonly taught 
• Basic sciences 
Anatomy / Physiology / Pathology / Biochemistry 
• Inter-professional skills  
Communication / Multi-disciplinary approach 
• Research skills 
Literature retrieval and analysis / EBP 
• Professional practice  
Reflective practice / Business conduct   
Professionalism / Code of conduct  
 
CRICOS No. 00213J a university for the world real 
R 
Results:  Inter-professional similarities 
• Clinical mentor / supervisor contribution 
– Difficult to define 
– Dependent on many factors 
• Available time 
• Skills e.g. feedback, supervisory 
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Results: Inter-professional differences 
• Work integrated learning assessment 
– Assessment detail 
• Case log – reflective component / integration of standards 
• Case presentations 
• Clinical performance evaluation 
 
– Level of student participation 
• Placement environment    
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Does good assessment = good practice? 
• Many factors influence prescribing  
– Environment 
– Task 
– Team 
– Individual 
– Patient 1 
• Student assessment vs 
practice environment 
 
 
 
 
1 Coombes et al Why do interns make prescribing errors? A qualitative study. MJA 2008;188(2):89-94 
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Challenges 
• Clear articulation of prescribing expectations 
– Early introduction of professional frameworks 
• Early introduction of peer review process 
– Intra and inter-professional  
• Articulation of Placement Expectations: 
– Prescribing requirement 
– Clinical performance review 
– Supervisor role 
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Conclusion 
• Gaps identified - work to address 
• Possible increased cross professional collaboration 
• How do we assess prescribing most effectively? 
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Results 
What is not currently taught? 
– 2.2.8 Allows the person time to make an informed 
decision about their treatment 
• Others: 
– H2.4.4 Ascertains that the information provided has 
been received and understood correctly 
– H1.3.3 Contributes to the improvement of policies and 
procedures for the judicious, appropriate, safe and 
effective use of medicines 
– Use of verbal medication orders 
– Paramed: QUM  
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Results  
What is not currently assessed? 
– 2.2.8 Allows the person time to make an informed 
decision about their treatment 
– 3.2.6 Stops or modifies the person’s existing 
medicines and other management strategies if 
required 
– 5.2.2 Identifies if the person requires a 
comprehensive medicines review 
– Verbal medication orders / improvement in policy and 
QUM 
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• Benefits to QUT 
– Accreditation 
– What QUT will do with this information: OLT grant to 
further work re assessment 
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Portfolio Example: Podiatry 
– Case log  
• Daily journal with observations for external placements or 
De-identified case notes for clinic sessions 
• Case studies x 3 including personal reflection 
• Case load data – recorded in spreadsheet to meet 
requirements  
– Task checklist 
• Administrative / practical tasks 
• Orthoses fabrication 
– Individual Learning Goals with self-evaluation of 
performance 
• Three learning goals per placement reflective of ANZPAC 
Competency standards 
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Podiatric Supervisor Evaluation 
– Supervisor Evaluations (Likert Scale) 
• Professionalism  
• Communication 
• Patient assessment and diagnosis 
• Treatment:  Management skills, clinical skills (including 
identification of differential diagnosis), short and long term 
goal articulation 
• Time Management 
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Competency Area 4 Co-ordination Communicates the treatment plan clearly to other health professionals 
Element 4.1 Provides clear instructions to other health professionals who dispense, supply, or administer medicines prescribed for the person 
Performance Criteria 
  
Teaching Teaching  
Method 
(code) 
Assessment Assessmen
t Method 
(code) 
Comments 
4.1.1 Prepares prescriptions or medication orders 
that comply with relevant legislation, guidelines 
or codes of practice, and organisational policies 
and procedures 
  
Administers therapeutic interventions according 
to relevant legislation and approved drug 
therapy protocols.  Documents according to 
protocol. 
Prepares documentation regarding what has been 
administered in compliance with QAS Drug 
Therapy Protocols. 
  
CSB332 Foundations of Paramedic Practice 2 DTP 
associated with the use of: 
Salbutamol, GTN, Aspirin, Oxygen, Aspirin, 
Analgesics, Antiarrhythmics). 
L.GW 
  
  
CSB332 Foundations of Paramedic 
Practice 2 
  
  
  
  
  
OSCE. 
WE 
(MCQ.SA) 
  
  
  
  
  
  
  
  
  
  
  
  
  
  
  
  
  
  
  
CSB333 Foundations of Paramedic Practice 3 
Week 3 Drug administration techniques; Week 4 
DTP associated with the use of: morphine, 
fentanyl, methoxyflurane, paracetamol, naloxone, 
metoclopramide, ondansetron. 
L.GW CSB333 Foundations of Paramedic 
Practice 3 
  
OSCE. 
WE(SA) 
CSB335 Paramedic Management of Cardiac, 
Respiratory and Neurological Emergencies 
Awareness of DTP associated with the 
management of these emergencies. 
L.GW CSB335 Paramedic Management of 
Cardiac, Respiratory and 
Neurological Emergencies 
  
OSCE. 
WE 
(MCQ.SA) 
  
CSB336 Paramedic Management of Medical and 
Surgical Emergencies Management of acute 
poisoning.  Use of antidotes. 
L.GW CSB336 Paramedic Management of 
Medical and Surgical Emergencies 
  
OSCE. 
WE(SA) 
  
CSB337 Paramedic Management of Trauma and 
Environmental Emergencies 
  
L.GW.WR CSB337 Paramedic Management of 
Trauma and Environmental 
Emergencies 
  
OSCE.OE.WR 
WE(MCQ.SA) 
CSB338 Ethics and Law in Health Service Delivery 
Legislation, Professional Codes of Conduct, Duty 
of Care, Negligence, Consequences of 
inappropriate practice. 
L.GW Not specifically identified.   
CSB339 Paramedic Management of Lifespan 
Emergencies Assessment and management of 
paediatric, obstetric and geriatric emergencies. 
Use of medications according to DTP. 
L.GW CSB339 Paramedic Management of 
Lifespan Emergencies Assessment 
and management of paediatric, 
obstetric and geriatric emergencies. 
OSCE.WE 
(MCQ.SA) 
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Results: Methods employed to teach 
  
 
 
Lecture 
 
Tutorial Case 
Study 
Written 
Research 
Practical 
 
Clinical 
 
NP 
62% 99% 
Paramedic 
77% 
 
62% 
 
68% 
 
 
 
86% 
 
Podiatry 86% 
 
60% 
 
84% 
 
Pharmacy 89% 
 
85% 
 
84% 
 
Optometry 
79% 
73% 
 
77% 
 
 
 
79% 
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Results: Methods employed to assess 
Written 
Exam 
Oral 
Exam 
OSCE Case 
Study 
PF CPA OR 
WR 
NP 85% 
 
52% 
 
92% 
 
Paramedic 48% 
 
55% 
 
74% 
75% 
 
77% 
 
Podiatry 56% 
 
68% 
 
58% 
 
66% 
 
Pharmacy 49% 
 
73% 
 
67% 
 
47% 
48% 
 
Optometry 
82% 
 
74% 
 
81% 
WR 
 
